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SLIDING SLEEVE FOR CIRCULAR
STAPLING INSTRUMENT RELOADS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation and claims the benefit of
and priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/348,984,
filed Jan. 12, 2012, now U.S. Pat. No. 9,010,605, the entire
disclosure of which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to surgical instrumentation
for performing a surgical procedure. More particularly, the
present disclosure relates to circular stapling instruments.

2. Background of Related Art

Circular staplers are known, as are their use in procedures
in which the stapler is inserted through natural body orifices.
Generally, circular staplers are used to provide an anastomo-
sis between two body vessels. Typically the circular staplers
include a cartridge assembly on a distal end of an elongate
body. The cartridge assembly includes a mechanism for form-
ing staples and a knife for cutting the stapled tissue. Actuation
of the cartridge assembly may be performed by a manually
operated trigger or a powered drive assembly. Generally, both
the actuation of the staple forming mechanism and the
advancement of the knife occur at the same time, i.e., simul-
taneously. Thus, the force provided by the actuation assembly
must be sufficient to overcome the force required to form the
staples and the force required to advance the knife through the
tissue being stapled. Further, the simultaneous actuation of
the staple forming mechanism and advancement of the knife
requires that the staple forming mechanism and the knife
travel the same distance, thereby limiting the staple formation
height to the knife travel distance.

Circular staplers which include an anvil assembly having a
tilt-able anvil head are well known in the art. In some known
circular staplers, tilting anvil mechanisms are spring loaded
to tilt to a maximum angle allowed by the circular stapler
and/or anvil geometry. Tilting the anvil head to its maximum
angle facilitates pulling the anvil head through the area in
which the body vessels have been joined in an anastomosis
ring.

In forming the anastomosis, the knife of the circular stapler
cuts away a donut of tissue. In certain instances, however, the
anastomosis donut, the remaining tissue severed from the
anastomosis by an annular knife, may become pinched by the
anvil head when the anvil head is tilted and thus inhibit full
tilting of the anvil head. As a result, the anvil head may contact
an edge of the anastomosis ring during withdrawal, which, in
turn, may cause unwanted tissue damage (i.e., damage to the
anastomosis ring) and/or may result in higher retraction
forces being necessary during removal of the anvil head
through the anastomosis ring.

Therefore, it would be beneficial to have a circular stapler
including a cartridge assembly configured to form staples
independently of cutting tissue. It is also desirable to retain
the anastomosis donut in a manner that avoids interference
between the anvil head of the stapler and donut.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, a surgical stapling device for joining tissue
portions is provided including a handle assembly, an elongate
body extending from the handle assembly, a cartridge assem-
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bly supported on a distal end of the elongate body, and an
anvil assembly at a distal end of the surgical stapling device.
The cartridge assembly includes a staple cartridge containing
a plurality of surgical staples in an annular array. The anvil
assembly includes a shaft for removably coupling the anvil
assembly to the cartridge assembly and a head pivotally
mounted to a distal end of the shaft. The anvil assembly is
translatable relative to the cartridge assembly between a first
position, where the anvil assembly is spaced from the car-
tridge assembly, and a second position, where the anvil
assembly is approximated relative to the cartridge assembly
for clamping tissue therebetween. The head of the anvil
assembly is transitionable between a first condition, where a
tissue contacting surface of the head is substantially perpen-
dicular to the shaft, and a second condition, where the tissue
contacting surface of the head is tilted relative to the shaft. A
sleeve member is slidably disposed about the shaft of the anvil
assembly and is transitionable between a first position, where
the sleeve member engages the head of the anvil assembly to
secure the head in the first condition, and a second position,
where the sleeve member is disengaged from the head of the
anvil assembly to allow the head to transition to the second
condition.

In one aspect, a distal end portion of the sleeve member is
insertable into a recess of the head of the anvil to removably
couple the sleeve member to the anvil assembly and secure
the head in the first condition.

In one aspect, the cartridge assembly includes a locking
member that is translatable relative to the sleeve member to
engage a protrusion of the sleeve member when the anvil
assembly is in the second position. The locking member is
configured to axially maintain the sleeve member relative to
the cartridge assembly and to disengage the sleeve member
from the head of the anvil assembly when the anvil assembly
transitions from the second position to the first position.

In one aspect, the cartridge assembly includes a knife car-
rier that is translatable relative to the cartridge assembly to
engage and translate the locking member relative to the sleeve
member.

In one aspect, the cartridge assembly includes a knife
pusher that is configured to engage a lip of the knife carrier
and is translatable relative to the cartridge assembly to trans-
late the knife carrier relative to the cartridge assembly.

In one aspect, the knife pusher is configured to translate
relative to the cartridge assembly during actuation of a first
stroke of the surgical stapling device, with the knife pusher
disengaged from the lip of the knife carrier, and configured to
translate relative to the cartridge assembly during actuation of
a second stroke of the surgical stapling device, with the knife
pusher engaged with the lip of the knife carrier, to thereby
translate the knife carrier relative to the cartridge assembly
during the second stroke.

In one aspect, the sleeve member is configured to retain a
severed donut of tissue thereabout after actuation of the sur-
gical stapling device.

In another aspect, a surgical stapling device for joining
tissue portions is provided including a handle assembly, an
elongate body extending from the handle assembly, a car-
tridge assembly supported on a distal end of the elongate
body, and an anvil assembly at a distal end of the surgical
stapling device. The cartridge assembly includes a staple
cartridge containing a plurality of surgical staples in an annu-
lar array. The anvil assembly includes a shaft for removably
coupling the anvil assembly to the cartridge assembly and a
head pivotally mounted to a distal end of the shaft. The anvil
assembly is translatable relative to the cartridge assembly
between a first position, where the anvil assembly is spaced
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from the cartridge assembly, and a second position, where the
anvil assembly is approximated relative to the cartridge
assembly for clamping tissue therebetween. The head of the
anvil assembly is transitionable between a first condition,
where a tissue contacting surface of the head is substantially
perpendicular to the shaft, and a second condition, where the
tissue contacting surface of the head is tilted relative to the
shaft. A staple pusher is slidably disposed within the cartridge
assembly and is configured to translate relative to the car-
tridge assembly to engage the plurality of surgical staples and
to urge the plurality of surgical staples towards the anvil
assembly. A sleeve member is slidably disposed about the
shaft of the anvil assembly and is transitionable between a
first position, where the sleeve member engages the head of
the anvil assembly to secure the head in the first condition,
and a second position, where the sleeve member is disen-
gaged from the head of the anvil assembly to allow the head
to transition to the second condition. A locking member is
slidably disposed within the cartridge assembly and is trans-
latable relative to the sleeve member upon translation of the
staple pusher relative to the cartridge assembly. The locking
member is configured to engage the sleeve member to axially
maintain the sleeve member relative to the cartridge assembly
and to disengage the sleeve member from the head of the anvil
assembly when the anvil assembly transitions from the sec-
ond position to the first position.

In one aspect, a proximal end of the locking member
defines a sloped surface that is configured to engage a corre-
sponding sloped surface of the pusher upon translation of the
pusher relative to the cartridge assembly to translate the lock-
ing member relative to the sleeve member.

In one aspect, the sleeve member includes a flanged portion
at a proximal end.

In one aspect, a distal end of the locking member includes
a flanged portion that is configured to engage the flanged
portion of the sleeve member upon translation of the locking
member relative to the sleeve member.

In one aspect, a distal end of the sleeve member includes a
lip that is configured to engage a recess in the head of the anvil
assembly to removably secure the sleeve member to the anvil
assembly.

In one aspect, a proximal end of the sleeve member
includes a nub extending radially inward therefrom that is
configured to engage a recess of the shaft.

A method of use for a surgical stapling device having an
anvil assembly with a pivoting head is provided, the method
including the steps of inserting the surgical stapling device
into an opening in a body, positioning the surgical stapling
device within the body such that a portion of tissue is disposed
between an anvil assembly and a cartridge assembly of the
surgical stapling device, translating the anvil assembly from a
first position, where the anvil assembly is spaced from the
cartridge assembly, to a second position where the anvil
assembly approximated relative to the cartridge assembly to
clamp the tissue therebetween, translating a staple pusher
relative to the cartridge assembly to urge a plurality of fas-
teners disposed in the cartridge assembly through the tissue
towards the anvil assembly, translating a locking member of
the cartridge assembly relative to a sleeve member of the anvil
assembly, the locking member engaging the sleeve memberto
axially maintain the sleeve member relative to the cartridge
assembly, translating the anvil assembly from the second
position to the first position, the sleeve member of the anvil
assembly remaining engaged with the locking member after
the anvil assembly has translated to the first position, the
sleeve member disengaging from the anvil assembly to allow
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the head to pivot, pivoting the head of the anvil assembly and
withdrawing the surgical stapling device from the body.

In one aspect, the step of translating the staple pusher to
urge a plurality of fasteners is performed during actuation of
a first stroke of the surgical stapling device and the step of
translating a locking member of the cartridge assembly is
performed during actuation of a second separate stroke of the
surgical stapling device.

In one aspect, during the second stroke, after the first
stroke, a knife pusher of the cartridge assembly is engaged
with a knife carrier of the cartridge assembly to translate the
knife carrier relative to the cartridge assembly. The knife
carrier engages the locking member to translate the locking
member relative to the sleeve member.

In one aspect, during the first stroke, the knife pusher is
disengaged from the knife carrier.

In one aspect, the step of translating the locking member
includes the step of translating the staple pusher. During
translation of the staple pusher, a sloped surface of the staple
pusher engages with a corresponding sloped surface of the
locking member to translate the locking member relative to
the sliding sleeve.

In one aspect, the locking member includes a flanged por-
tion and the step of translating the locking member includes
the step of engaging the flanged portion of the locking mem-
ber with a corresponding flanged portion of the sleeve mem-
ber to axially maintain the sleeve member relative to the
cartridge assembly.

In one aspect, the method further includes the step of
translating a knife blade relative to the cartridge assembly to
sever a portion of the tissue coaxially disposed about the
sliding sleeve and radially between the sliding sleeve and a
tissue contacting surface of the cartridge assembly. The por-
tion of tissue remains coaxially disposed about the sliding
sleeve and axially maintained relative to the cartridge assem-
bly when the anvil assembly is translated from the second
position to the first position.

A method of firing a surgical stapling device is provided,
the method comprising the steps of positioning the surgical
stapling device within a body such that a portion of tissue is
disposed between an anvil assembly and a cartridge assembly
of the circular surgical stapling device with the anvil assem-
bly approximated relative to the cartridge assembly to clamp
the portion of tissue therebetween, actuating a handle assem-
bly of the surgical stapling device to perform a first, staple
forming, stroke, and actuating the handle assembly of the
surgical stapling device to perform a separate second, tissue
severing, stroke after the first, staple forming, stroke.

In one aspect, the first stroke includes translating a staple
pusher of the cartridge assembly distally to urge a plurality of
fasteners disposed in the cartridge assembly through the tis-
sue towards the anvil assembly.

In one aspect, during a return portion of the first stroke,
after staple forming, a knife pusher of the cartridge assembly
is translated proximally to engage a knife assembly of the
cartridge assembly.

In one aspect, the return portion of the first stroke includes
translating the staple pusher proximally such that a flange of
the staple pusher engages the knife pusher to translate the
knife pusher proximally.

In one aspect, the second stroke includes translating the
knife pusher distally to drive the knife assembly distally to
sever tissue.

In one aspect, the knife pusher is disengaged from the knife
assembly prior to the first stroke.
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Any of the above aspects of the present disclosure
described may be combined with any other aspect of the
present disclosure without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the disclosure and, together with a general descrip-
tion of the disclosure given above and the detailed description
of the embodiments given below, serve to explain the prin-
ciples of the disclosure, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary circular sta-
pler according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an anvil assembly of the
circular stapler of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the anvil assem-
bly of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assembly
of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the anvil assem-
bly and a cartridge assembly of the circular stapler of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged perspective view of the locking sleeve
and knife blade of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of the knife carrier
and knife pusher of FIG. 5;

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of the anvil assembly and the
cartridge assembly of the circular stapler of FIG. 1, illustrat-
ing the anvil assembly approximated relative to the cartridge
assembly with the housing removed;

FIG. 8B is a perspective, longitudinal cross-sectional view
of the anvil assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 8A, as
taken through 8B-8B of FIG. 8A;

FIG. 9A is a perspective view of the anvil assembly and
cartridge assembly of FIG. 8A, with the drive member and
staple pusher removed;

FIG. 9B is a perspective view of the anvil assembly and
cartridge assembly of FIG. 9A, with the knife pusher
removed;

FIG. 10A is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of the circular stapler of
FIG. 1, illustrating the anvil assembly approximated relative
to the cartridge assembly;

FIG. 10B is perspective, cross-sectional view of the area of
detail depicted in FIG. 10A, illustrating the tab of the locking
sleeve engaged with the slot of the inner cylindrical portion;

FIG. 10C is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 1, illustrating the
relative positions of the flange portion of the locking sleeve
and the nub of the sliding sleeve;

FIG. 11Ais a side view of the anvil assembly and cartridge
assembly of the circular stapler of FIG. 1, illustrating the anvil
assembly approximated relative to the cartridge assembly to
grasp tissue therebetween;

FIG. 11B is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 11A;

FIG. 12A is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 11B, illustrating the first
stroke;

FIG. 12B is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 12A;

FIG. 13A is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 12 A, illustrating the staple
pusher and knife pusher moving to a proximal most position
after the first stroke;
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FIG. 13B is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 13A;

FIG. 14A is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 13 A, illustrating the sec-
ond stroke;

FIG. 14B is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 14A;

FIG. 15 is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assembly
and cartridge assembly of FIG. 14 A, illustrating the locking
sleeve secured to the sliding sleeve after the second stroke;

FIG.161s a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assembly
and cartridge assembly of FIG. 15, illustrating the anvil
assembly un-approximated from the cartridge assembly after
the second stroke with the sliding sleeve and anastomosis
donut remaining in the cartridge assembly;

FIG. 17 is a perspective view of the anvil assembly and
cartridge assembly of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18A is a perspective view of the anastomosis after the
circular stapler has been removed;

FIG. 18B is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anas-
tomosis of FIG. 18A;

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of an alternate embodiment of
circular stapler of FIG. 1;

FIG. 20 is an exploded perspective view of the cartridge
assembly and anvil assembly of the circular stapler of FIG.
19;

FIG. 21A is a perspective view of the sliding sleeve and
locking sleeve of FIG. 20;

FIG. 21B is a perspective view of the sliding sleeve and
locking sleeve of FIG. 21A, illustrated the sliding sleeve
engaged with the locking sleeve;

FIG. 22A is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the anvil
assembly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 19, illustrating the
anvil assembly un-approximated relative to the cartridge
assembly;

FIG. 22B is a perspective, cross-sectional view of the area
of detail depicted in FIG. 22A, illustrating the protrusion of
the locking sleeve disposed in the slot of the inner shaft
portion of the housing;

FIG. 22C is a top, perspective view of the housing of FIG.
22A;

FIG. 23 A is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 22 A, illustrating the anvil
assembly un-approximated relative to the cartridge assembly;

FIG. 23B is a side, cross-sectional view of the area of detail
depicted in FIG. 23A, illustrating nubs of the sliding sleeve
engaging a recess in the anvil shaft;

FIG. 24 is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assembly
and cartridge assembly of FIG. 23A, the anvil assembly
approximated relative to the cartridge assembly;

FIG. 25 is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assembly
and cartridge assembly of FIG. 24, illustrating the firing
stroke of the staple pusher;

FIG. 26A is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 25 after firing is complete,
illustrating the sliding sleeve being retained in the cartridge
assembly by the locking sleeve after the anvil assembly has
been un-approximated relative to the cartridge assembly;

FIG. 26B is a perspective view of the anvil assembly and
cartridge assembly of FIG. 26A, illustrating the anastomosis
donut retained by the sliding sleeve and the anvil head in the
tilted condition; and

FIG. 26C is a side, cross-sectional view of the anvil assem-
bly and cartridge assembly of FIG. 26B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the presently disclosed circular stapling
instrument including independently actuated staple forming
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and cutting strokes and a tilt-able anvil head will now be
described in detail with reference to the drawings wherein
like numerals designate identical or corresponding elements
in each of the several views. As is common in the art, the term
“proximal” refers to that part or component closer to the user
or operator, i.e. surgeon or physician, while the term “distal”
refers to that part or component further away from the user.

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a circular stapler is disclosed
herein and is generally designated as circular stapler 10.
Circular stapler 10 includes a handle assembly 12 and an
elongate body 100 coupled to a distal end ofhandle assembly
12. A cartridge assembly 102 is mounted on a distal end of
elongate body 100.

Handle assembly 12 includes a fixed handle 14 and a move-
able handle or trigger 16. Handle assembly 12 also includes
an adjustment knob 18 for moving anvil assembly 140 rela-
tive to cartridge assembly 102. The structure and function of
handle assembly 12 will only be described herein to the extent
necessary to fully disclose the operation of cartridge assem-
bly 102. Examples of instruments for performing circular
anastomosis of hollow organs are described in U.S. Pat. Nos.
6,053,390, 5,588,579, 5,119,987, 5,005,749, 4,646,745,
4,576,167, and 4,473,077, each of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference. For example, the instru-
ment may include a threaded or grooved shaft arranged to
retract the anvil assembly of the circular instrument. A similar
threaded or grooved shaft can be used to advance a drive
member for advancing a series of pushers, for advancing a
knife or knife holder, or both. It is envisioned that cartridge
assembly 102 may be modified for use with any actuation
assembly capable of advancing a drive member for a first
function, and retracting and re-advancing the drive member
for a second function. Alternatively, the actuation mechanism
may have a first drive member for performing a first function
and a second drive member for performing a second function
or a single drive member may perform both the first and
second functions at the same time. It is envisioned that the
anvil assembly and cartridge assembly can be configured as a
tool assembly that is a removable and replaceable unit that
can connect with a motorized handle assembly, robotic sur-
gical system, a pneumatic handle assembly, or other surgical
handle assembly.

Elongate body 100 may extend from handle assembly 12 or
may be removably attached to handle assembly 12 and may
be constructed so as to have a curved shape along its length,
and/or may be flexible or rigid.

Handle assembly 12 may include a powered actuation
mechanism configured to supply linear motion through elon-
gatebody 100 to cartridge assembly 102. For example, handle
assembly 12 may include an electric motor or other electrical
device (not shown) which produces rotational motion upon
actuation trigger 16 and converts the rotational motion into
linear motion which is transmitted through elongate body 100
via a drive assembly (not shown) for use by cartridge assem-
bly 102. It is contemplated that the motor or other electrical
device may instead produce linear motion directly. Examples
of instruments including powered actuation mechanisms for
use with surgical stapling devices are described in co-pending
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/946,082 entitled
“ADAPTERS FOR USE BETWEEN SURGICAL HANDLE
ASSEMBLY AND SURGICAL END EFFECTOR” and co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/331,047 entitled
“HAND HELD SURGICAL HANDLE ASSEMBLY, SUR-
GICAL ADAPTERS FOR USE BETWEEN SURGICAL
HANDLE ASSEMBLY AND SURGICAL END EFFEC-
TORS, AND METHODS OF USE”, each of which is incor-
porated herein in its entirety by reference.
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Cartridge assembly 102 defines a longitudinal axis A-A. In
one embodiment, cartridge assembly 102 is removably
secured to elongate body 100 such that cartridge assembly
102 may be replaced and the circular stapler 10 may be
reused. Alternatively, circular stapler 10 is configured for a
single use, i.e., disposable.

Circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1) also includes an anvil assembly
140 positioned distally of cartridge assembly 102 and remov-
ably insertable into cartridge assembly 102. Anvil assembly
140 is translatable along longitudinal axis A-A relative to
cartridge assembly 102.

With reference now to FIGS. 2-5, anvil assembly 140
includes an anvil head 142 and an anvil shaft 144. Anvil shaft
144 is insertable into an inner bore 116 (FIG. 10A) of car-
tridge assembly 102 and is removably and slidably securable
within inner bore 116 of cartridge assembly 102. Shaft 144 is
configured to be actuatable by handle assembly 12 (FIG. 1) to
translate anvil assembly 140 axially along longitudinal axis
A-A relative to cartridge assembly 102 to approximate or
un-approximate anvil assembly 140 relative to cartridge
assembly 102. For example, adjustment knob 18 (FIG. 1) may
be actuated to translate anvil assembly 140 relative to car-
tridge assembly 102.

Anvil head 142 includes a tissue contacting surface 146
defining staple forming pockets 148. In an initial condition
(FIG. 4), tissue contacting surface 146 is configured to be
substantially perpendicular to longitudinal axis A-A, with the
tissue contacting surface 146 facing a tissue contacting sur-
face of the staple cartridge. Anvil head 142 is coupled to anvil
shaft 144 by a joint or pivot 150 and is rotatable about joint
150 to tilt anvil head 142 to a final tilted condition (FIGS. 16
and 17) such that tissue contacting surface 146 is transverse to
the staple cartridge tissue contacting surface and may be
substantially parallel to longitudinal axis A-A. Anvil head
140 is spring biased toward the final tilted condition by a
spring 152 and a plunger 154 disposed in anvil shaft 144.
Plunger 154 is configured to engage a proximal surface 156 of
anvil head 142 adjacent or proximate to joint 150 and to urge
anvil head 142 toward the final tilted condition due to the bias
of'spring 152. The anvil head has a proximal surface 156 and
plunger 154 is also dimensioned to securely engage proximal
surface 156 of anvil head 142 when anvil head 142 is in the
final tilted condition. For example, plunger 154 may include
an annular surface 154a which is configured to engage a
corresponding annular surface 156a of anvil head 142 to
secure anvil head 142 in the final tilted condition.

Anvil assembly 140 also includes a sliding sleeve 158
coaxially mounted about anvil shaft 144 and axially translat-
able along longitudinal axis A-A. The distal end 160 of slid-
ing sleeve 158 is configured to engage a recess 162 in anvil
head 142 to prevent anvil head 142 from transitioning from
the initial un-tilted condition to the final tilted condition. The
anvil head 142 has arecess 162 for receiving the sliding sleeve
158. Distal end 160 of sliding sleeve 158 includes raised
surfaces 164 (FIG. 5) which create a friction or interference fit
with recesses 162 of anvil head 142 to removably secure distal
end 160 of sliding sleeve 158 within recesses 162 of anvil
head 142. A proximal portion 166 of sliding sleeve 158
includes a nub or protrusion 168 for engagement with a lock-
ing sleeve 200 of cartridge assembly 102 as will be described
in more detail below.

With reference now to FIGS. 5-10, cartridge assembly 102
includes a drive member 104, a housing 106, a staple car-
tridge 120, a staple pusher 128, a knife assembly 180, and a
locking sleeve 200. Staple cartridge 120 is operably mounted
at a distal end of cartridge assembly 102 and, in one embodi-
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ment, staple cartridge 120 is removably secured to cartridge
assembly 102 such that staple cartridge 120 may be replaced.

With reference now to FIGS. 10A-10C and 11B, housing
106 of cartridge assembly 102 includes an outer cylindrical
portion 108, an inner cylindrical portion 110 and a plurality of
radially extending supports or ribs 112 extending between
inner cylindrical portion 110 and outer cylindrical portion
108. Inner cylindrical portion 110 and outer cylindrical por-
tion 108 of housing 106 are coaxial and define an annular
channel 114 therebetween configured to receive a staple
pusher 128 and knife assembly 180.

An inner bore 116 (FIGS. 10A and 11B) of cartridge
assembly 102 extends through inner cylindrical portion 110
and is configured to receive shaft 144 of anvil assembly 140
therein for operable connection to adjustment knob 18 (FIG.
1). Inner bore 116 includes an enlarged portion 1164 config-
ured to receive a portion of sliding sleeve 158 therein when
anvil assembly 140 is approximated relative to cartridge
assembly 102.

As illustrated in FIG. 10B, inner cylindrical portion 110 of
housing 106 further includes a longitudinally extending slot
118 extending along an outer surface thereof and configured
to slidably receive a tab 204 (FIGS. 5 and 6) of locking sleeve
200. Slot 118 and tab 204 allow locking sleeve 200 to slide
longitudinally relative to inner cylindrical portion 110. Slot
118 defines a distal end 118a configured to engage tab 204
such that slot 118 maintains locking sleeve 200 within car-
tridge assembly 102 when locking sleeve 200 is in a distal
most position with tab 204 of locking sleeve 200 engaged
against distal end 118a of slot 118 of inner cylindrical portion
110.

With reference now to FIG. 5, a proximal end 108a of outer
cylindrical portion 108 of housing 106 includes a tab 1085
(FIG. 5) configured to operably couple cartridge assembly
102 to a distal end of elongate body 100. The elongate body
100 has an outer cylindrical portion 108 with a distal end
108¢c. A distal end 108¢ of outer cylindrical portion 108
defines a plurality of recesses 1084 formed thereabout and
configured to receive mounting tabs 120a of staple cartridge
120. Distal end 108c¢ of outer cylindrical portion 108 also
defines a slot 108e configured to receive a projection 1205
formed on staple cartridge 120. Slot 108¢ is positioned such
that when projection 1205 is received in slot 108e, mounting
tabs 120a of staple cartridge 120 are properly aligned with
recesses 1084.

With reference now to FIGS. 5, 8A-8B and 17, staple
cartridge 120 includes at least one annular array of staple
receiving slots 122 disposed at a distal end and a staple 124
disposed in each of staple receiving slots 122. For example,
staple cartridge 120 may include one, two, or more than two
annular arrays of staple receiving slots 122. Staple receiving
slots 122 extend through a tissue contacting surface 126 of the
distal end of the staple cartridge 120. Staple cartridge 120
may be fixedly connected to the distal end of cartridge assem-
bly 102 or may be configured to concentrically fit within the
distal end of cartridge assembly 102.

With reference again to FIGS. 5 and 10A, staple pusher 128
defines a substantially cylindrical shape and has a proximal
portion 130 and a distal portion 132. Staple pusher 128 is
coaxially and slidably disposed within the channel 114,
between outer cylindrical portion 108 and inner cylindrical
portion 110. Distal portion 132 of staple pusher 128 defines a
plurality of peripherally spaced fingers 134 in two concentric
rows for engaging staples 124 within staple receiving slots
122. It is contemplated that one, two or more rows of fingers
134 may be included to correspond to the number of annular
arrays of staple receiving slots 122 of staple cartridge 120.
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Each finger 134 of staple pusher 128 is received within one of
the respective staple receiving slots 122 of staple cartridge
120 and is configured to translate through its respective staple
receiving slot 122 during advancement of staple pusher 128
relative to cartridge assembly 102 to engage, drive and eject a
respective staple 124 out of the staple receiving slot 122,
through tissue, and against a staple forming pocket 148 of
anvil assembly 140 to thereby form staple 124. For example,
staples 124 may be formed in a substantially B-shape.

With reference to FIGS. 5, 8 A-8B and 10A, drive member
104 is slidably received within channel 114 of cartridge
assembly 102 and is axially translatable within cartridge
assembly 102 in response to actuation of trigger 16 (FIG. 1) of
handle assembly 12 (FIG. 1). Drive member 104 is opera-
tively coupled to staple pusher 128 and configured to advance
staple pusher 128 axially through cartridge assembly 102 and
staple receiving slots 122 to urge staples 124 out of staple
receiving slots 122. Drive member 104 includes a plurality of
tabs 104a and staple pusher 128 includes corresponding
recesses 128a for receiving tabs 104a to couple staple pusher
128 to drive member 104. Drive member 104 may be coupled
to staple pusher 128 through other methods including, for
example, snap fit, friction fit, or other similar methods of
coupling. Drive member 104 and staple pusher 128 may
alternatively be monolithically formed.

With reference now to FIGS. 5-10, cartridge assembly 102
includes a knife assembly 180 slidably disposed in channel
114, radially inward of staple cartridge 120 and coaxially
disposed about inner cylindrical portion 110 of housing 106.
Knife assembly 180 is axially translatable along longitudinal
axis A-A to sever a portion of the tissue disposed radially
inward of staple cartridge 120 during actuation of circular
stapler 10. Knife assembly 180 includes a knife blade 182
substantially in the form of an open cup or cylinder with the
distal end thereof defining a knife edge 184.

As seenin FIGS. 6-10, knife assembly 180 includes a knife
pusher 186 and a knife carrier 188. Knife pusher 186 is
engageable by drive member 104 such that distal advance-
ment of drive member 104 causes distal advancement of knife
pusher 186 along longitudinal axis A-A. Knife pusher 186
includes a plurality of resilient fingers 190 at a distal end
which are configured for engaging an outer lip 192 of knife
carrier 188. Knife carrier 188 is coupled to knife blade 182
and is axially translatable to drive knife blade 182 distally to
sever tissue. Knife carrier 188 may be coupled to knife blade
182 by a snap fit, friction fit, or other similar methods of
coupling. For example, as seen in FIG. 6, knife blade 182 may
include tabs 182a, and, as seen in FIG. 7, knife carrier 188
may include corresponding recesses 188a configured to
engage tabs 1824 to couple knife blade 182 and knife carrier
188 together. Knife carrier 188 and knife blade 182 may
alternatively be monolithically formed.

Drive member 104 is configured to engage a proximal end
of'knife pusher 186 during distal translation of drive member
104 to drive knife pusher 186 distally. Drive member 104 may
include an inner lip 1046 (FIGS. 8B and 10A) on an inner
surface for engaging proximal end of knife pusher 186. In
accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure, in
aninitial position, resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 are
positioned distal of outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188 and are
not engaged with outer lip 192. In one embodiment, this
allows knife pusher 186 to be driven axially by drive member
104 to a second, distal position during a first stroke or stapling
forming stroke without causing knife carrier 188 to translate
axially. This allows staples 124 to be fired independent of a
movement of knife blade 182 to sever tissue. Other embodi-
ments of the circular stapler are contemplated in which the
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knife blade and staple pusher or pushers are independently
actuated but the anvil does not tilt with respect to the staple
cartridge, or the anvil assembly has a different anvil tilting
mechanism.

With reference now to FIGS. 11B,12A-12B,13A-13B and
14A-14B, staple pusher 128 includes a flange 136 extending
inwardly therefrom which is configured to engage resilient
fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 during proximal translation of
staple pusher 122 after the first stroke or staple forming
stroke. Flange 136 engages resilient fingers 190 to drive and
return knife pusher 186 from the second, distal position to the
initial position during proximal translation of drive member
104 and staple pusher 128. In addition, flange 136 is config-
ured to drive knife pusher 186 proximal of the initial position
such that fingers 190 snap into or engage outer lip 192 ofknife
carrier 188. Once engaged with outer lip 192 of knife carrier
188, resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 are configured
to drive knife carrier 188 and knife blade 182 distally upon
distal translation of knife pusher 186, during the second
stroke to thereby sever tissue. It is contemplated that resilient
fingers 190 may alternatively be initially engaged with outer
lip 192 such that knife carrier 188 is also translated distally
during the first stroke. It is also contemplated that knife
pusher 186 and knife carrier 188 may be monolithically
formed.

With reference now to FIGS. 5, 6, and 10A-10C, cartridge
assembly 102 includes a locking sleeve 200 coaxially dis-
posed about inner cylindrical portion 110 of cartridge assem-
bly 102, adjacent knife carrier 188. Locking sleeve 200 is
axially translatable relative to longitudinal axis A-A of car-
tridge assembly 102, and tab 204 thereof is slidably engaged
with longitudinally extending slot 118 of inner cylindrical
portion 110. A proximal end 200a of locking sleeve 200 is
configured for engagement with an inner lip 1885 of knife
carrier 188 such that during distal translation of knife carrier
188, locking sleeve 200 is also translated distally. For
example, the proximal end 200a oflocking sleeve 200 may be
coaxially positionable within knife carrier 188 to engage
inner lip 1885.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, locking sleeve 200 defines a sub-
stantially cylindrical shape and includes a flange portion or
tab 202 extending inwardly therefrom. Flange portion or tab
202 is configured to snap over and engage nub or protrusion
168 (FIGS. 5, 10C and 11B) disposed on an outer surface of
sliding sleeve 158 after distal translation of locking sleeve
200 (FIGS. 14A and 14B), to secure sliding sleeve 158 in
place relative to cartridge assembly 102. Once locking sleeve
200 has secured sliding sleeve 158 in place, anvil assembly
140 may be translated distally (FIGS. 16 and 17), after the
second stroke of circular stapler 10, without also translating
sliding sleeve 158 distally, thereby removing distal end 160 of
sliding sleeve 158 from recesses 162 of anvil head 142. Once
distal end 160 of sliding sleeve 158 is removed from recesses
162 of anvil head 142, anvil head 142 is free to tilt from the
initial un-tilted condition to the final tilted condition due to
the bias of spring 152 on plunger 154, as described above.

The operation of circular stapler 10 will now be described
with referenceto FIGS. 11A-18B. Referring initially to FIGS.
11A and 11B, cartridge assembly 102 is shown in an initial, or
pre-fired condition, following approximation of anvil assem-
bly 140 relative to cartridge assembly 102, with tissue “T,”
and “T,;” to be anastomosed disposed therebetween. In the
initial condition, drive member 104, staple pusher 128, knife
pusher 186 and knife carrier 188 are disposed in initial proxi-
mal positions with resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186
disengaged from outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188 and posi-
tioned distal of outer lip 192.
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Prior to firing, shaft 144 and sliding sleeve 158 of anvil
assembly 140 are inserted through an upper portion of tissue
“T,”, staple cartridge 120 is positioned against a lower por-
tion of tissue “T;” and shaft 144 is inserted through lower
portion of tissue “T,” into inner bore 116 of cartridge assem-
bly 102. Anvil assembly 140 is then approximated relative to
staple cartridge 120 to grasp the upper and lower portions of
tissue “T,” and “T;” disposed therebetween. When anvil
assembly 140 and staple cartridge 120 are approximated, at
least a portion of sliding sleeve 158 is positioned within inner
bore 116 of housing 106, through the lower portion of tissue
“T,”, with nubs 168 of sliding sleeve 158 disposed distal of'a
distal end 1104 (FIG. 11B) of inner cylindrical portion 110.
For clarity, upper and lower portions of tissue “T;” and “T,”
will only be illustrated in the figures where necessary.

With reference now to FIGS. 12A and 12B, during the first
stroke or staple forming stroke of circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1),
following approximation of anvil assembly 140 against staple
cartridge 120, retraction or actuation of trigger 16 (FIG. 1)
relative to handle 14 (FIG. 1) causes advancement of a drive
assembly (not shown) which operably engages drive member
104 to cause advancement of drive member 104 in the direc-
tion indicated by arrows “B” (FIG. 12A). As drive member
104 advances, drive member 104 engages and drives staple
pusher 128 and knife pusher 186 in the direction indicated by
arrows “B”. It is important to note that during the first stroke,
because resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 are initially
positioned distal of outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188, knife
carrier 188 does not advance in the direction indicated by
arrows “B” and thus knife blade 182 remains in the initial
position.

As staple pusher 128 advances in the direction indicated by
arrows “B”, fingers 134 of staple pusher 128 advance through
staple receiving slots 122 to drive or eject staples 124 out of
staple receiving slots 122, through tissue portions “T,”” and
“T,” grasped between anvil assembly 140 and staple car-
tridge 120, and against staple forming pockets 148 of anvil
assembly 140 to thereby form staples 124. Staples 124 secure
upper and lower tissue portions “T;”” and “T,” together to
form an anastomosis (FIGS. 18A and 18B).

With reference now to FIGS. 13A and 13B, once staples
124 have been fired, drive member 104 is retracted in the
direction indicated by arrows “C” during a return portion of
the first stroke. As drive member 104 is retracted, staple
pusher 128 is also retracted due to the coupling of tabs 104«
and recesses 128a. As staple pusher 128 retracts in the direc-
tion indicated by arrows “C”, flange 136 of staple pusher 128
engages resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 to drive
knife pusher 186 in the direction indicated by arrows “C”. At
the end of the return portion of the first stroke, drive member
104, staple pusher 128 and knife pusher 186 are sufficiently
retracted to a position proximal of the initial position such that
resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 slot into or behind
outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188.

Upon completion of the first or staple forming stroke and
the return portion of the first stroke, in one embodiment,
trigger 16 (FIG. 1) is released to permit the retraction of the
drive member 104, staple pusher 128 and knife pusher 186. In
other embodiments, the drive member 104, staple pusher 128
and knife pusher 186 may automatically retract upon comple-
tion of the first or staple forming stroke. As discussed above,
knife pusher 186 is retracted to a position proximal of its
initial position to allow resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher
186 to engage outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188.

With reference now to FIGS. 14A and 14B, during the
second or cutting stroke of circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1), a
second subsequent retraction or actuation of trigger 16 (FIG.
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1) relative to handle 14 (FIG. 1) causes a re-advancement of
the drive assembly (not shown) which operatively engages
drive member 104 to cause advancement of pusher 128 and
knife pusher 186 in the direction indicated by arrows “D”.
Since resilient fingers 190 of knife pusher 186 are now
engaged with outer lip 192 of knife carrier 188, knife carrier
188 is also advanced by drive member 104 in the direction
indicated by arrows “D”. As knife carrier 188 advances in the
direction indicated by arrows “D”, knife blade 182 is also
advanced due to the coupling of tabs 1824 of knife blade 182
with recesses 188a of knife carrier 188. As knife blade 182
advances, knife edge 184 engages and severs the portion of
upper and lower tissue portions “T,” and “T,” (FIGS. 16 and
17) disposed radially inward of staple cartridge 120, thereby
forming an anastomosis donut “D” (FIGS. 16 and 17). The
anastomosis donut “D” may be positioned coaxially about
sliding sleeve 158 (FIGS. 16 and 17) of anvil assembly 140.

With reference again to FIGS. 14A and 14B, as knife
carrier 188 is advanced in the direction indicated by arrows
“D”, inner lip 1885 of knife carrier 188 engages proximal end
200a of locking sleeve 200 to thereby drive locking sleeve
200 in the direction indicated by arrows “D” until at least a
portion of locking sleeve 200 is positioned coaxially about
sliding sleeve 158 and flange portion 202 of locking sleeve
200 snaps over and engages nub or protrusion 168 of sliding
sleeve 158. As locking sleeve 200 translates in the direction
indicated by arrows “D”, tab 204 of locking sleeve 200 slides
along slot 118 of inner cylindrical portion 110. When flange
portion 202 of locking sleeve 200 engages protrusions 168 of
sliding sleeve, tab 204 may bottom out or abut distal end 118a
of'slot 118 or may be spaced from distal end 1184 of slot 118
of inner cylindrical portion 110.

With reference now to FIG. 15, after knife blade 182 severs
upper and lower tissue portions “T,” and “T,” (FIGS. 16 and
17) and locking sleeve 200 engages sliding sleeve 158, drive
member 104 is once again refracted in the direction indicated
by arrows “E”. As drive member 104 is once again retracted,
staple pusher 128 and knife pusher 186 are also retracted as
described above during the first stroke. As staple pusher 128
retracts in the direction indicated by arrows “E”, flange 136
engages outer lip 192 ofknife carrier 188 to drive knife carrier
188 in the direction indicated by arrows “E” to return knife
carrier 188 and knife blade 182 to the initial position. Locking
sleeve 200 remains in place engaged to sliding sleeve 158 to
retain sliding sleeve 158 within cartridge assembly 102. As
discussed above, locking sleeve 200 is also retained in car-
tridge assembly 102 by tab 204 (FIGS. 10A and 10B) of
locking sleeve 200 engaging slot 118 (FIGS. 10A and 10B) of
inner cylindrical portion 110.

Because circular stapler 10 uses separate strokes for form-
ing staples 125 and cutting tissue, respectively, less force is
required for the actuation of each stroke as compared to a
conventional circular stapler including both staple ejecting/
forming and tissue cutting functions in a single stroke. In
addition to the reduced force requirements provided by the
two stroke operation of circular stapler 10, the independent or
decoupled staple forming and tissue cutting function of cir-
cular stapler 10 also permits the varying of the staple crimp
height relative to the knife travel distance, the varying of the
staple travel speed relative to the knife travel speed, and
provides the addition of a dwell time between staple forma-
tion and tissue cutting. This configuration allows a clinician to
optimize staple crimp heights to given conditions, such as,
tissue thickness, tissue compliance and clamping force. This
configuration may also allow for the monitoring of staple
forming and knife cutting forces to alert the clinician in case
an abnormal force is detected. This configuration further
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allows force and other data to be monitored and used for data
collection and research, which when analyzed, may lead to
further optimization of operational parameters, such as staple
crimp height, dwell time and/or travel speed. By indepen-
dently controlling and optimizing these various stapling and
cutting parameters, improved hemostasis and/or anastomonic
joint strength may result across a much broader range of
tissue thicknesses, thereby allowing a clinician to have
improved and customized control over the results.

With reference now to FIGS. 16, 17 and 18, after the second
stroke or cutting stroke, firing of the circular stapler 10 (FIG.
1) is complete and anvil assembly 140 is un-approximated
relative to cartridge assembly 102 by actuation of adjustment
knob 18. During un-approximation, tab 204 (FIGS. 10A and
10B) of locking sleeve 200 engages distal end 118a of slot
118 (FIGS. 10A and 10B) to retain locking sleeve 200, and
sliding sleeve 158, within cartridge assembly 102. Sliding
sleeve 158 is retained within cartridge assembly 102 due to
flange portion 202 of locking sleeve 200 engaging nubs 168
of sliding sleeve 158.

Since locking sleeve 200 retains sleeve 158 within car-
tridge assembly 102, the distal end 160 of sliding sleeve 158
is withdrawn from recess 162 of anvil head 142, thereby
allowing anvil head 142 to tilt relative to anvil shaft 144 due
to the biasing force of spring 152. In addition, since sliding
sleeve 158 is retained within cartridge assembly 102, the
anastomosis donut “D” coaxially disposed about sliding
sleeve 158 is also retained within cartridge assembly 102, as
seen in FIG. 16, and anvil head 142 can tilt relative to anvil
shaft 144 without pinching or engaging the anastomosis
donut “D”. This ensures that anvil head 142 can reach the
fully tilted position for withdrawal through anastomosis, and
unnecessary damage to the anastomosis can therefore be
reduced. In addition, once circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1) has
been withdrawn from anastomosis, the surgeon may remove
anvil assembly 140 and the anastomosis donut “D” from
cartridge assembly 102 and inspect the anastomosis donut
“D” to ensure that the anastomosis has been properly formed,
as illustrated in FIGS. 18A and 18B.

With reference to FIGS. 19-26, in an alternative embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1)
includes a cartridge assembly 302 and an anvil assembly 340.
Cartridge assembly 302 and anvil assembly 340 are substan-
tially similar to cartridge assembly 102 and anvil assembly
140 and will only be described as relates to the difference
therebetween.

With particular reference to FIGS. 19-22, anvil assembly
340 includes a tilt-able anvil head 342 similar to anvil head
142. Anvil assembly 340 also includes a sliding sleeve 358
having a lip 364 at a distal end 360 and a flanged portion 368
at a proximal end 366. Distal end 360 of sliding sleeve 358
engages anvil head 342 to maintain anvil head 342 in the
un-tilted condition. Flanged portion 368 includes a radially
inward depending or extending nub 369 configured for
engaging a recess 345 of anvil shaft 344 to removably couple
sliding sleeve 358 to anvil shaft 344 and anvil assembly 340.
In this way sliding sleeve 358 is removably fixed to anvil shaft
344 and translates with anvil assembly 340 relative to car-
tridge assembly 302 during approximation of anvil assembly
340 relative to cartridge assembly 302. Shaft 344 is remov-
ably insertable into a central bore 316 (FIG. 22C) of cartridge
assembly 302.

With reference now to FIGS. 20 and 22A-22C, cartridge
assembly 302 includes a housing 306, a staple cartridge 320
and a staple pusher 328. Housing 306 includes an outer shaft
portion 308, an inner shaft portion 310, and supports or ribs
312, similar to housing 106 above. In this embodiment, hous-
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ing 306 defines a substantially conical shape. It is contem-
plated that housing 306 may alternatively have a cylindrical
shape, similar to housing 106 above. As described above with
respect to staple pusher 128, staple pusher 328 is slidably and
coaxially mounted in a channel 314 defined between outer
and inner cylindrical portions 308 and 310 of housing 306
respectively. In this embodiment, staple pusher 328 is opera-
tively coupled to the drive assembly (not shown) and is con-
figured to both eject/form staples 124 and also to drive knife
assembly 380 to sever tissue in a single stroke. It is contem-
plated, however that cartridge assembly 302 may alterna-
tively be configured to include separate staple ejecting/form-
ing and tissue cutting components similar to those described
with respect to cartridge assembly 102 for ejecting/forming
staples 124 and driving knife assembly 380 to sever tissue in
separate strokes.

With reference now to FIGS. 20 and 22 A, staple pusher 328
includes a proximal portion 328a, an intermediate portion
328b and a distal portion 328¢. Proximal portion 328a of
staple pusher 328 is configured for insertion into channel 314
ot housing 306 adjacent inner shaft portion 310 at a proximal
portion of cartridge assembly 302. Intermediate portion 3285
of'staple pusher 328 defines a generally radially outward taper
extending toward outer shaft portion 308. Distal portion 328¢
of'staple pusher 328 includes fingers 334 for engaging staples
124 to drive staples 124 out of staple receiving slots 322.

With reference now to FIGS. 20-22, cartridge assembly
302 includes a locking sleeve 400 defining a proximal end
400q and a distal end 4005. Locking sleeve 400 is coaxially
disposed about inner shaft portion 310 and includes protru-
sions 404 on an inner surface 406 which are configured to
slidably engage slots 318 disposed on an outer surface of
inner shaft portion 310. Slots 318 of inner shaft portion 310
include proximal and distal ends 3184 and 3185, respectively,
which define a pathway therebetween along which protru-
sions 404 of locking sleeve 400 may travel. Locking sleeve
400 includes a lip 408 proximate to proximal end 400a which
tapers inwardly from distal to proximal. Intermediate portion
328b of staple pusher 328 is configured to engage lip 408 to
drive locking sleeve 400 distally when staple pusher 328 is
driven distally during the first and/or second stroke. Distal
end 4005 of locking sleeve 400 includes flange portions 402
configured to engage flanged portion 368 of sliding sleeve
358. Flange portions 402 of locking sleeve 400 define a first
proximal surface 402a and a second distal surface 4025. First
proximal surface 4024 is substantially perpendicular to inner
shaft portion 310 and is configured to engage a corresponding
distal surface 368a of flanged portion 368 of sliding sleeve
358. Second distal surface 4025 is tapered or offset at an angle
to first proximal surface 402a and is configured to slidably
engage and snap over a tapered or angled portion 3685 of
flanged portion 368.

With reference now to FIGS. 19 and 23-26, the operation of
circular stapler 10, including cartridge assembly 302 and
anvil assembly 340, will now be described. Referring initially
to FIG. 23, in an initial condition anvil assembly 340 is
un-approximated relative to cartridge assembly 302 with
staple pusher 328 and locking sleeve 200 at their respective
proximal most positions. With reference to FIG. 24, anvil
assembly 340 is then approximated relative to cartridge
assembly 302 such that proximal end 366 of sliding sleeve
358 is disposed proximate to distal end 310a of inner shaft
portion 310. As described above, when anvil assembly 340 is
approximated relative to cartridge assembly 302, upper and
lower portions of tissue “T;”” and “T;” are grasped therebe-
tween.
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Referring now to FIG. 25, during the first stroke, as
described above, retraction or actuation of trigger 16 (FIG. 1)
relative to handle 14 (FIG. 1) causes advancement of drive
assembly (not shown) which operably engages staple pusher
328 to cause advancement of staple pusher 328 in the distal
direction to eject/form staples 124 (FIG. 20) against staple
forming pockets 348 of anvil head 342. During distal trans-
lation of staple pusher 328, intermediate portion 3285 of
staple pusher 328 engages lip 408 of locking sleeve 400 to
thereby drive locking sleeve 400 distally. As locking sleeve
400 is driven distally, distal surfaces 4025 of flange portions
402 engage and snap over tapered portion 3685 of flanged
portion 368 of sliding sleeve 358. Once flange portions 402 of
locking sleeve 400 are engaged with flanged portion 368 of
sliding sleeve 358, proximal surfaces 4024 of flange portions
402 of locking sleeve 400 are engaged with distal surface
368a of flanged portion 368 of sliding sleeve 358 thereby
securing sliding sleeve 358 to locking sleeve 400 (FIGS. 21B
and 25). When staple pusher 328 is retracted, locking sleeve
400 remains in place securing sliding sleeve 358.

Referring now to FIGS. 26 A-26C, after firing is complete,
anvil assembly 340 is un-approximated relative to cartridge
assembly 302. During un-approximation of anvil assembly
340, sliding sleeve 358 and anastomosis donut “D” are
retained in cartridge assembly 302 due the engagement of
locking sleeve 400 with sliding sleeve 358 and distal end 360
of sliding sleeve 358 is disengaged from anvil head 342. Lip
364 assists in retaining anastomosis donut “D” in with sliding
sleeve 358. Anvil head 342 is now free to tilt (FIGS. 26B and
26C) as described above and the circular stapler 10 (FIG. 1)
may be withdrawn from the anastomosis.

It is contemplated that individual features of the above
described embodiments may be combined without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure. For example, any of
the above embodiments may include the necessary structures
or elements to perform either single stroke staple/forming and
cutting or separate multi-stroke staple forming and cutting
while still utilizing the appropriate locking member and slid-
ing sleeve. In addition, any of the above embodiments may
alternatively include a powered actuation system as described
above.

Although the illustrative embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been described herein with reference to the
accompanying drawings, the above description, disclosure,
and figures should not be construed as limiting, but merely as
exemplifications of particular embodiments. It is to be under-
stood, therefore, that the disclosure is not limited to the pre-
cise embodiments described herein, and that various other
changes and modifications may be effected by one skilled in
the art without departing from the scope or spirit of the
present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. An anvil assembly configured to attach to a surgical
stapling device, comprising:

a shaft defining a longitudinal axis;

a head pivotally mounted to a distal end of the shaft, the
head transitionable between a first condition, where a
tissue contacting surface of the head is substantially
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, and a second
condition, where the tissue contacting surface of the
head is tilted relative to the longitudinal axis; and

a sleeve member slidably disposed about the shaft, the
sleeve member including a proximal end including a nub
for engagement with a locking sleeve of a cartridge
assembly of a surgical stapling device, the sleeve mem-
ber being transitionable between a first position, where
the sleeve member engages the head to secure the head in
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the first condition, and a second position, where the
sleeve member is disengaged from the head to allow the
head to transition to the second condition.

2. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
head defines a recess and the sleeve includes a distal end
portion insertable into the recess to removably couple the
sleeve member to the head and to secure the head in the first
condition.

3. The anvil assembly according to claim 2, wherein a distal
end of the sleeve member includes a raised surface configured
to create an interference fit with the recess to removably
secure the sleeve member to the head.

4. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sleeve member is coaxially mounted about the shaft.

5. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sleeve member is axially translatable along the longitudinal
axis between the first condition and the second condition.

6. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sleeve member is configured to retain a severed donut of
tissue thereabout after an actuation of a surgical stapling
device.

7. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sleeve member is substantially annular.

8. The anvil assembly according to claim 1, wherein the
sleeve member includes a lip at a distal end and a flanged
portion at a proximal end.

9. The anvil assembly according to claim 8, wherein the
shaft defines a recess and the flanged portion includes a radi-
ally inward depending nub for engaging the recess.
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10. The anvil assembly according to claim 8, wherein the
flanged portion is configured to engage a locking sleeve of a
cartridge assembly of a surgical stapling device.

11. An anvil assembly configured to attach to a surgical
stapling device, comprising:

a shaft defining a longitudinal axis;

a head pivotally mounted to a distal end of the shaft, the
head transitionable between a first condition, where a
tissue contacting surface of the head is substantially
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, and a second
condition, where the tissue contacting surface of the
head is tilted relative to the longitudinal axis; and

a sleeve member slidably disposed about the shaft, the
sleeve member including a lip at a distal end and a
flanged portion at a proximal end and being transition-
able between a first position, where the sleeve member
engages the head to secure the head in the first condition,
and a second position, where the sleeve member is dis-
engaged from the head to allow the head to transition to
the second condition.

12. The anvil assembly according to claim 11, wherein the
shaft defines a recess and the flanged portion includes a radi-
ally inward depending nub for engaging the recess.

13. The anvil assembly according to claim 11, wherein the
flanged portion is configured to engage a locking sleeve of a
cartridge assembly of a surgical stapling device.
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